
WE PUSH THE 
BOUNDARIES  
WITH EVERY  
DOLLAR & IDEA  
TO FUEL REAL & 
LASTING CHANGE.
Ready to tackle the world’s biggest challenges?  
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Visit us at www.tides.org or contact us at  

info@tides.org for more information.

SF  

P.O. Box 29198

San Francisco, CA 94129-0198

415.561.6400

415.561.6401 Fax

NYC

55 Exchange Place, Suite 402

New York, NY 10005-3304

212.509.1049

212.509.1059 Fax
People’s Climate March, photo by 

Alan Greig. CC BY-NC-SA 2.0



Tides • 2 

We work at the nexus of an unrivaled network of 
funders and changemakers. We are committed to 

crossing boundaries, embracing risk, and leveraging 
all tools available to drive real and lasting change.

Tides is a philanthropic 
partner and nonprofit 

accelerator dedicated  
to building a world of 

shared prosperity and 
social justice.

Photo by Heidi Brady for Raising Voices.



OUR  
VISION

OUR MISSION

OUR APPROACH

A WORLD OF
SHARED PROSPERITY  

& SOCIAL JUSTICE

FOUNDED ON:

Tides ACCELERATES THE PACE OF SOCIAL CHANGE,  
working with innovative partners to solve society’s  

toughest problems.

Sustainable

Environment

Equality & 

Human Rights

We CROSS 

BOUNDARIES 

and link sectors, 

communities  

& cultures

We ENGAGE with 

those whose lives 

are affected

We ACT WITH 

EMPATHY &  

RESPECT

We EMBRACE 

RISK

We PRIORITIZE 

IDEAS THAT CAN 

SCALE

Quality

Education

Healthy Individuals  

& Communities
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We are a tenacious 
partner for bringing 
bold ideas to life.
Whether you want to create a philanthropic giving 

program, launch a nonprofit, invest for impact,  

or build a collaborative initiative, we provide a  

home for your money and ideas. We leverage our  

expertise and extensive tool set so you can hit the 

ground running and focus on scaling your impact.

If you have ever had an idea or a vision that you  
have tried to make real, you will know what it takes to 
get it off the ground and maintain it at the back end: 
the systems, the people, the policies, and the statutory 
compliance. For more than 15 years now, Tides Center 
has provided that for our work with efficiency, grace, 
and skill. The staff are amazing: competent, responsive, 
helpful, friendly—downright superheroes. This support 
has freed our energies for strategic thinking and 
focusing our energies for work that really matters to us. 
Tides is a truly inspired idea for helping activists make 
ideas real.
-Dipak Naker, Co-Director, Raising Voices 

"

"
Bioneers Conference, 

photo by Republic of Light.
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Scalable Solutions
Solving today’s toughest challenges 

requires a diversity of tools and the 

expertise to know when and how to use 

them. We take an integrated approach 

with adaptable scalable solutions.

$3B+
MOBILIZED FOR SOCIAL 

CHANGE SINCE 1976

170+
SOCIAL VENTURES RECEIVING  

FISCAL SPONSORSHIP &  
ACCELERATION SERVICES

$220M+
GRANTS TO ORGS AROUND  

THE WORLD IN 2016

80+
SOCIAL VENTURES IN 

SHARED SPACES IN SF & NY

Working with Tides allows us to keep our attention where it should 
be — on the long-term moving of hearts, minds, and policy for 
lasting change and greater opportunity — and gives us the support 
to take bold steps forward, whether into a new and larger office 
or through an ambitious new strategy we want to explore. Their 
support and advice is crucial to our efficiency and effectiveness.

- Jessica Wells-Hasan, Director of Development, The Opportunity Agenda

Management services are our bedrock. 

We take care of complex infrastructure 

needs, so you don’t have to. From there, 

we build consulting and collaborative 

solutions tailored to your impact goals.

CHARITABLE  
GIVING &  

GRANTMAKING

COLLABORATIVE 
SPACE

ADVOCACY 
& POLICY

Innovation
Lab

Social Impact 
Consulting

Impact 
Investing

Collective 
Initiatives

NONPROFIT 
ACCELERATION  

& FISCAL 
SPONSORSHIP

"

"
Photo by Allan Lissner for Indigenous 
Environmental Network
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Investing for 
Impact

Meticulous Domestic  
and International  
Grant Management

Everything from comprehensive 

philanthropic support to à la carte RFP, 

advisory, and rapid response support.

Strategic  
Philanthropic Advising

Cross-issue expertise and grantmaking 

strategy for the greatest impact.

Multi-stakeholder  
Initiatives and Donor  
Collaboratives

Strategic advice, program development, 

and expert facilitation to connect you with 

your community.

Comprehensive  
Impact Investing

Unique value-aligned investments 

that further your philanthropic legacy, 

including mission-related investments in 

specific for-profit initiatives.

Tides is a philanthropic partner to 

individual and family donors, donor 

collaboratives, private foundations, and 

companies of all stages and sizes. For 

decades, we’ve been creating innovative 

ways to invest for impact.

Grant totals in  
2016 by issue area:

$69.7M
EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

$71.1M
QUALITY EDUCATION

$46.5M
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

$20.5M
HEALTHY INDIVIDUALS  
AND COMMUNITIES

$15.8M
SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT

Tides maintains a 100% impact 
portfolio, with $300M+ in impact 
investments

With Tides' support, we’ve been able to mobilize and 
distribute over $700,000 USD over four years to over  
90 grassroots activist groups in over 60 countries.  
This partnership ensures the global feminist movement 
is more sustainable with renewed energy and diverse 
leadership, helping to achieve a more just and 
peaceful world.

-Devi Leiper O’Malley, Co-Director, FRIDA The Young Feminist Fund 

Tides made 4106  
grants in the US 
and globally in 2016

$65.2MIN 2016, TIDES MADE  
INTERNATIONAL GRANTS  
TO 106 COUNTRIES

"

"



Tides • 10 

Launch and  
Scale Bold Social 
Change Ventures

As a champion for progress and 

innovation, Tides places immense value 

on the creativity and innovation of 

established and up-and-coming social 

change leaders. We know that the 

success of your vision depends on expert 

advice to scale your venture coupled 

with effective systems and operational 

support. With Tides, you can also access 

and collaborate with a mission-aligned 

community of changemakers to amplify 

your impact.

In 2016, Tides  
received and managed 
$110M+ for support of 
170+ social ventures

As a project of Tides, WAKE thrives 
with the help of the Tides team’s 
talents in finances, legal issues, and 
human resources. We’re free to focus 
our time and energy on advancing 
women’s rights through technology 
and communications tools, training, 
and support. We’re also a tenant 
of Tides’ collaborative workspace; 
participating in this vibrant, 
inspiring community generates new 
ideas, connects us with resources 
and partnerships that advance our 
mission, and personally sustains us 
with its camaraderie.
-Trish Tierney, Co-founder, WAKE 

Comprehensive  
Nonprofit Management

Fiscal sponsorship with the expertise 

and systems to optimize financial 

management, human resources, and 

governance.

Collaborative Initiatives

A home for your collaborative work,  

with expert facilitation, implementation 

and infrastructure.

Expert Consulting

New project assessments and  

conflict management as well as year-

round consulting. 

 

Policy Change and  
Advocacy Capacity

Advocacy expertise for navigating  

lobbying, political process, and  

funding complexities.

Risk and Liability  
Management

Compliance expertise to anticipate and 

guard against legal and regulatory risks 

and other potential hazards.

Shared Workspaces

Affordable, sustainable office and event 

spaces with like-minded nonprofits and 

social ventures.

"

"

Opportunity Agenda, 
photo by Elizabeth Johnsen. 

Photo courtesy of WAKE


